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Outcome from todays session
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What next?

Better understanding of 

how socio-economic 

factors inform and 

shape Local area energy 

planning. 

Introduction to how 

RESP is including socio-

economic factors and 

an update on the RESP 

progress and what to 

look out for

… what we want you to take away

Sharing insights from 

your colleagues to help 

you better understand 

common challenges and 

needs



Guide 1: 
Ready for 
tRESP

Guide 2: 
Ready to 
RESP

Guide 3: 
Local 
Government 
Resourcing 
Plan

Guide 4: 
Local Net 
Zero Plan 
Guidance

Series of simple language 
guides 
1: Ready for tRESP 
2: Ready for RESP
3: Local Government 
Resourcing plan
4: Local Net Zero Plan 
Guidance

Literature review, 
stakeholder consultations, 
and Catapult experience 
collated

Library of evidence 
collated

Change Management training 
day

Disseminate guides with 3 
interactive online briefing 
sessions for each region

Deliver subject specific 
webinars (buildings, 
renewable generation, 
energy networks, transport, 
industry, hydrogen) 

Game style workshop to 
bring the interactions of 
local and regional 
stakeholder objectives 
together, demonstrating the 
value RESP and planning can 
provide.
Plus follow up in person 
regional sessions

Outputs from each 
activity hosted on Net 
Zero Go

LA survey and findings to 
understand regional 
readiness for Local Net 
Zero planning

Hub engagement plan National stakeholder 
engagement plan

Briefing notes to 
summarise Guide 
content for different 
audiences
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The creation of Regional Energy Strategic Plans 
means local needs and priorities will directly influence 
how energy networks are developed, resulting in a 
more democratic, low carbon, energy system.

Local Authorities should act now to ensure their 
strategic priorities are submitted to the NESO so 
they can inform the transitional Regional Energy 
Strategic Plan.



Regional 
Energy

Strategic
Plans

Bringing together 

place-based data 

and local priorities 

to ensure the RESP 

reflects real local 

needs

Providing consistent 

system-level 

forecasts and 

network investment 

needs that shape the 

strategic direction of 

the RESP

This year the priority is 

the transitional RESP 

but then focus on the 

longer-term enduring 

RESP due to be 

published in Late 2027

A joined-up approach 



What would help you / local 
authorities when it comes to Net Zero 
Planning / RESP process

Please put questions / thoughts / challenges in the 
chat throughout so we can discuss later in the 

session.
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What do we mean by socio-
economic data and why is it 
important?

Socio-economic factors:

• Demographics

• Fuel poverty

• Housing – ownership, type, EPC

• Employment

• Transport and mobility – car 
ownership

• Community engagement – local 
groups

Why its important:

• Help understand local areas – what are 
their priorities and ambitions

• Help to inform possible scenarios for 
future supply and demand of the 
energy system 

• Can tailor solutions and engagement 
with certain  communities

• Prioritise interventions based on social 
benefits  



QUICK POLLS:
1. How familiar are you with LAEP or similar local energy planning approaches?

5) Very familiar – I’ve led or contributed to one
• Somewhat familiar – I’ve read or supported one
• Heard of it but haven’t been involved directly
1) Not familiar at all

2. To what extent do you currently use socio-economic data in your support to local 
authorities?

5) Routinely – it’s a core part of our analysis
• Occasionally – for specific aspects or projects
• Rarely – we rely mostly on technical data
1) Not at all – we haven’t used it yet

3. The below are some examples of national datasets - what data at a local level that you 
have found helpful or think would be valuable to include?

• Census or ONS datasets (e.g., income, tenure, age)
• Fuel poverty or vulnerability indices
• EPC or housing stock data



Socio & economic 
factors in Local Area 
Energy Planning

Elis Jackson

Senior Modelling 
Analyst
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Prepare 
Outline area hopes,

ambitions, and get

ready to mobilise

Engage 
Identify key stakeholders

and start conversations

Map
Understand your

current local area

Model
Get your options for 

the future

Choose
Pick your future 

pathway

Identify
Actions, priorities,

projects & decisions

Create the 
plan

The road to 
net zero 

continues

Socio economic factors in LAEPs 

https://es.catapult.org.uk/guide/guidance-on-creating-a-local-area-energy-plan/ 

Understanding 
factors relevant 
to scenario 
selection

Modelling is purely 
techno-economic; but 
scenarios modelled may 
be influenced by socio-
economic factors

Socio-economic 
factors influence 
pathway decisions, 
actions and priority 
projects

Highlighting the socio-economic 
benefits in final plans, and ensuring that 
socio-economic factors are considered 
in progressing the plans

Socio economic factors in the 7-stage LAEP Process

https://es.catapult.org.uk/guide/guidance-on-creating-a-local-area-energy-plan/
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Factors considered (1)
Examples of socio economic factors 
that are typically considered in LAEPs:

• Fuel poverty – focus zones for domestic 
fabric retrofit and rooftop solar PV 
deployment to reduce fuel poverty

• Housing ownership:

• Social housing – focus zones for fabric 
and heating system upgrades, where 
the local authority has greater 
influence over upgrades

• Tenants and homeowners – 
highlighting the different approaches 
required to encourage the uptake of 
fabric and heating system upgrades



Factors considered (2)
Factors whose economic value can be estimated:

• Job creation – additional full-time equivalent jobs 
supported

• Air quality improvements – costs reflecting the 
health effects of air pollution

Note, since not all these economic benefits are seen 
at the local level (e.g. reduced NHS costs due to 
improved air quality), some of these types of benefits 
can be of less importance to local authorities.
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LAEP examples – Plan on a Page

LAEP Plan on a Page gives an 
at-a-glance view of high level 
technology deployment figures, 
and the agreed Focus Zones.

In this plan we highlighted 
focus zones for areas with high 
fuel poverty, to prioritise fabric 
efficiency upgrades.
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Identify
Actions, priorities,

projects & decisions

Create the 
plan

Main LAEP stages involved:



LAEP examples – output detail

Further detail can be provided to show 
neighbourhoods where interventions 
can be applied to help reduce fuel 
poverty.

LSOA-level fuel poverty statistics, in 
combination with model outputs, are 
used to create these outputs.

6 7

Identify
Actions, priorities,

projects & decisions

Create the 
plan

Main LAEP stages involved:



Factors not typically considered

Some factors are more challenging to consider within LAEPs, often due to 
limitations in data or assumptions availability. For instance:

• Index of Multiple Deprivation – a mixture of indicators

• Data from the income indicator could be used, though fuel poverty data is more 
relevant to energy decisions

• Health deprivation data or Age profiles – could influence focus zones for improving 
comfort and health outcomes

• Some programs exist which target social benefits as well as decarbonising – e.g. 
Warm Homes Prescription.

• Local air quality metrics - some areas have air quality monitoring stations installed, 
which could be used to prioritise areas for EV infrastructure deployment or heat pump 
installations.

• Data is not always available, or coverage is too incomplete

• Energy security or power supply stability

• LAEP modelling is not detailed enough to inform these types of outcomes



Making a positive case

Commonly in LAEPs, socio-economic factors are considered as 
constraints, e.g. concerns about intervention costs in fuel poor areas.

There could be scope to use them to try and identify areas where 
change could be pushed. For instance:

• Relatively affluent areas

• Areas where care for the environment is higher

• Areas with many owner occupiers

• Areas whose inhabitants aren’t likely to move house soon

And using these to find areas where decarbonisation could be 
easiest, or where the wider benefits can be highest.



Socio economic datasets available
Datasets available for all areas

• Fuel Poverty

• Index of Multiple Deprivation

• Housing ownership

• Job creation – ONS Employment Multipliers

• Valuing air quality – DEFRA Air quality appraisal: damage cost guidance

The utility of some of these is limited, e.g. fuel poverty – as the granularity is at LSOA level, rather 
than individual households. There are potential ways around this - e.g. Coventry EDIS project 
integrated data to help to prioritise interventions at a more granular level.

Data that may be available at a local level

• Air quality (e.g. monitoring sites)

• Local skills availability

• More detailed public health data

• Others?



Poll discussion

Earlier question - What data at a local level that you have found helpful or 
think would be valuable to include?

We sometimes are asked about:

- Air quality

- Local household surveys

- Local public health data

Other suggestions from the poll included….



Any
Questions / 
comments 



tRESP – Request for Information 
experience

4. Did you help local authorities to complete the Request for 
Information for tRESP?
- Yes/No

5. Were you able to find information to help complete these 
sections and what did you use?



Regional Energy Strategic Plan 
(RESP) Updates

Dr Anna Stegman

Advisor



RESP updates



tRESP consultation



tRESP – socio-economic factors









Main takeaways
• Socio-economic data is included throughout tRESP 

• The Nations and Regions context reflects an initial view of the 
regional conditions and priorities – highlighting key challenges

• The Strategic Investment Need submissions required data on 
specific projects social and economic benefits which will be used 
to help assess (assuming method to do this included in RESP 
methodology)

• SI needs and context will be compared to identify any gaps in 
energy infrastructure and demand to help inform and develop 
clearer understanding of the regions and support stakeholder 
engagement

• Strategic energy planning is supported by the context providing a 
view across key themes and topics in a consistent and 
comparative way

• Details of how assessments are made and what data is most useful 
however still unclear – methodology published Nov
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Key insights from across the Net 
Zero Hubs

• Capacity is the universal barrier – staff gaps, turnover, low 
energy literacy

• Grid connections are the live issue – hook for RESP 
engagement ? 

• RESP must be simple, plain language: ‘what it means for 
my place, my plan’ 

• RESP is not a substitute for Local Area Energy Plans 
(LAEPs) and other local Net Zero energy planning

• Hubs want regional LA briefings + ESC ‘101’ sessions in 
autumn



Key asks of NESO (or Govt)

t

Clarity on role

What will RESP do but also what it 
won’t do. 

1

Funding & mandate

Councils are hard pressed for 
time, capacity and money so 
does it need a mandate / funding 
to help ensure local input

4

Grid Capacity

Show how RESP could help with 
the connection delays

2

Usability

Need to ensure the outputs from 
RESP can be used for example by 
planners. Need to embed in 
other council plans

5
Join up

NESO, Hubs, CSA, Las and others. 

6

Consistency

How RESP will provide a 
consistent baseline dataset to 
avoid patchwork

3



What’s coming next

• Webinars
• 22nd October: Flexibility and Smart Local Energy Systems
• 5th November: Heat Networks

• Guides and e-learning
• Local Decarbonisation Planning (end October)

• Resourcing and Governance for Local Decarbonisation 
Planning (November)

• RESP methodology and local authority preparedness 
(December)

• Regional Round Table briefings – (TBC Jan)



Feedback on todays webinar

6. How well did this webinar meet my expectations?

7. How could it be improved for next time?



Thank you

Any questions/comments please email us: 

Anna.Stegman@es.catapult.org.uk  or 

Chris.Brierley@es.catapult.org.uk

mailto:Anna.Stegman@es.catapult.org.uk
mailto:Chris.Brierley@es.catapult.org.uk
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